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Churchill ! 


MIDDLETON 


MURKY 


HERE has been much talk of late of a forthcoming ‘“peace- 


offensive” from Hitler. 


Mr. Churchill gave wide currency to 


it in his speech at the Mansion House; and he declared once 
more that the British Government would never negotiate with 


Hitler or the Nazi regime. 
that the matter is disposed of. 

But that is not the matter at 
all. Hitler's forthcoming “peace- 
offensive” might better be de- 
scribed as a “peace defensive.” 
There is no evidence whatever 
that he contemplates a further 
offer of peace to Britain. 


Not that it is improbable that he 
would like peace with Britain. He 
has always declared, from “Mein 
Kampf” onward, that Germany had 
no quarrel with Britain or the Brit- 
ish Empire; in this latest speech he 
declared that the issues between them 
were “artificial” and not essential. 

But by this time he is well aware 
that he is not likely to get peace with 
Britain; and that any peace-offer 
would now, as ever, be construed as 
a sign of weakness. Probably, there- 
fore, he does not intend to make one. 


To Declare Peace? 


Even The Times (Nov. 12) admits 
that an official of the Wilhelmstrasse 
had “a fair amount of justification” 
for repudiating the manifold sugges- 
tions that the Germans were “launch- 
ing a peace-offensive,” which it lay in 
the power of Britain to repel or not 
as she wished. 


What Hitler is credibly reported to 
be preparing is something altogether 
more formidable and embarrassing: 
a kind of “declaration of peace,” so 
far as Germany and Europe are con- 
eerned: something for which the con- 
sent or co-operation of Britain is 
neither sought nor desired. It prom- 
ises to take the form of a declaration 
that, so far as Germany is concerned, 
the war which began is September 
1999 is over. 

She has gained her military ob- 
jectives—however inordinately ambit- 
ious they may have seemed—and she 
proposes to call a pan-European peace- 
conference to settle some of the bases 
of the Germanic “new order” for 
Europe. 


Neutrals’ Attitude 


Elaborate efforts have been made 
to persuade us that the remaining 
neutral States of Europe have turned 
down the invitation. That is very 
improbable. The Times, on second 
thoughts, does not maintain this: it 
merely gives what it understands to 
be the German intention. 


All the States on the Continent——except 
Poland and German-occupied Russia—will 
be invited to send their quislings or, in the 
ease of neutral States, their representatives. 
Hitler would declnre that the so-called “new 
order’ had come to stay and that Europe 
was already organized in an anti-Bolshevist, 
anti-plutocratic front. 

A much more realistic article on the 
subject than is wont to appear in the 
British press appears in the Daily 
Mail, Nov. 11. It points out that 
Hitler really has achieved the grand- 
iose objectives he put forward to an 
incredulous world seventeen years 
ago. ‘In ‘Mein Kampf’ he wrote that 
France must be broken and that the 
Ukraine must become a German 
colony. And now, after about 17 
vears, France ita broken and_ the 
Ukraine is being occupied by the Ger- 
man armies.” 

The writer asserts that the idea, 
now fostered by President Roosevelt, 
that if the Germans are able to go 
no farther and to dig themselves in, 
it will be the berinning of the end, is 
a dangerous illusion. On the con- 
trary, he says, all the evidence, from 
Hitler’s own book onward, is that 
“Hitler docs know when to stop and 
that ‘to dig himself in’ is precisely 


And thus the public is led to believe 


what he wants to do— and that very 
soon.” 


If the German armies can reach the 
Volga line— and Hitler believes they 
will reach it by the spring—the 
offensive war dreamed and planned 
by Hitler is at an end. If the war 
continues, it will be continued by 
Germany as a defensive war of which 
the main purpose will be “to defend 
while consolidating their vast con- 
quests.” 


No Invasion 


This is the perspective in which we 
have to consider Mr. Churchill’s 
speech in the Commons last Wed- 
nesday. It made the important 
admission that Hess had made it clear 
that Hitler did not contemplate invad- 
ing these islands, but relied upon 
blockade. This blockade, there is 
good reason to believe, has failed of 
its object. The net loss (including 
new building) of British shipping: 
during the past 4 months has been 
only one-fifth of what it was during 
the previous 4 months. That is good 
news for everybody, though Mr. Shin- 
well, rather portentously, hints that 
the picture is too rosily painted. 


But what no thinking person will 
see is how it will bring Britain nearer 
to winning the war. Here 
the best Mr. Churchill has 
to offer is that a vast increase of 
American shipbuilding will, in 1948— 
two years from now—‘engble over- 
seas operations to take place which 
are utterly beyond British resources 
at the present time.” 

Two years! Two years during 
which Germany can consolidate her 
position on the continent of Europe 
without effective disturbance. Two 
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years, at the end of which the pros- 
pect of hazardous “operations,” not 
of victory, is open to us. Two years, 
during which, unless European hum- 
anity has changed into a new race 
of human beings eager to be sacri- 
ficed all over again for the sake of 
changing their masters, the mute re- 
sistence to the proposal to turn 
Europe into one vast battlefield will 
grov-into a stubborn determination. 


Two years, in which Hitler will 
have the easiest of easy going to per- 
svfade the peoples of Europe that 
their sufferings are imposed upon 
them for the sake of “plutocracy or 
Bolshevism.” It may not be true. 
But how on earth- do Britain and 
America and Russia propose to prove 
to them it is not true? 


Waiting for Us? 


Ah, it is said, thank goodness we 
do not have to prove a_ positive. 
Heaven alone knows what we area 
fighting for beyond the downfall of 
Hitlerism; or what we can do when 
Hitlerism has fallen down. These 
two years will be two years of Hitler- 
ism in Europe—two years of unmiti- 
gated tyranny. The peoples of Europe 
will hate it so that we shall not have 
to think of war-aims or peace-aims. 
Neither will they. They will be 
simply waiting to be liberated: yearn- 
ing for the day promised them by the 
BBC, which tells them: “Resolute 
men will get arms, and when the sig- 
nal is given from London, they will 
rise and destroy the Germans.” 


Will they? Is not this much rather 
an idle opium-dream? It may, con- 
ceivably, come true. It is much more 
probable that the dream is utterly 
vain. And it is more than possible 
that the British effort to prolong the 
war for two years may be precisely 
what Hitler needs to consolidate 
Europe against the alternatives of 
capitalist anarchy, which is all 
Britain and America have to offer, 
and Communist order, which is all 
Russia has. 


Perhaps Mr. Churchill had better 
think again. 


Edited by ‘‘Observer’’ 


Mr. Churchill’s Confidence 


MR. CHURCHILL'S speech on the 
3 Address (Nov. 12) was notable 
for its high spirits. I am a pretty 
ruthless critic of the Prime Minister; 
but I admire his great gifts as a 
Parliamentarian. He speaks, with an 
easy mastery, “to the condition ” of 
the Commons. And he was _ forth- 
right in dealing in advance with the 
critices—such as Mr. Shinwell—who 
have been pressing for changes in the 
personnel of the Government. 

With such critics I have no 
sympathy at all. They have not the 
courage to attack Mr. Churchill 
directly, and they have no_ ideas 
superior to his own. Secure in his 
knowledge of their moral weakness— 
Mr. Shinwell’s explanation that he 
had not voted against the Government 
because the Labour Party rules for- 
bade was typical of this — Mr. 
Churchill wiped the floor with them. 
He said he did not contemplate 
making any changes in the Govern- 
ment. 

“Neither do I consider it necessary 
to remodel the system of Cabinet 
government under which we are 
working, nor to alter in any funda- 
mental manner the system by which 
the control of the war proceeds, nor 
that by which production of munitions 
is regulated and maintained.” There, 
at any rate, speaks a man confident 
of his own position. 


Parliament’s Weakness 


WHuat is the ground for this con- 
fidence? It is substantial. It 


is his confidence that Britain is not 
going to be defeated. That confidence 
rests on the growing assurance that 
Germany is not going to win “ the 
battle of the Atlantic.” That was the 
tremendous danger in the early 
months of this year. Then it looked 
like touch-and-go. Now it seems 
pretty certain that our Atlantic life- 
line will not be cut. We may all re- 
joice, with Mr .Churchill, at that. 

But to have avoided defeat is one 
thing; to win the war quite another. 
It is in Mr. Churchill’s apparent in- 
ability to admit that these two alter- 
natives are not exhaustive, in his 
bulldog belief that if we are not 
beaten we are sure to win, that the 
real danger lies. 

It is precisely here that the weak- 
ness of the House of Cymmons_ is 
manifest. It criticizes details: but 
no coherent body of criticism is based 
on the all-important realization that 
the alternatives are not exhaustive, 
but rather that the middle-ground 
between defeat and victory is vast 
and full of potentiality. We may go 
on and on, but we may be doing 
nothing whatever to weaken, and 
much to strengthen, the German 
position in Europe. On whose side is 
time? I do not believe it is on ours. 


The Decisive Issue 


if plete answer to such a question depends, of 
course, on what is regarded as the de- 
cisive issue in this war. If it is regarded 
simply as a German attack on Britain and 
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THINK AGAIN! 


Food Conditions 
In Belgium 
AUTHENTIC REPORT 


The Christian News-Letter of Nov. 12 published 
these grim particulars of the food conditions 
in Belgium. They were received from the 
Belgian Red Cross London Committee. The 
information is based on medical reports by 
members of the Belgian authorities. 


HE average general diet of adults 

in urban centres contains only 

about 40 per cent. of the constituents 

necessary to keep the body in health. 

The deficit is particularly serious in 

the case of pregnant women and 
nursing mothers. 

The small milk supplies are distri- 
buted exclusively to children under 
four years of age, and their case is 
less serious. But from three years 
onward there is a deficit varying from 
20 to 50 per cent-, while adolescents 
in the critical years of growth fare no 
better than the average adult popula- 
tion. 

The situation is likely to become 
considerably worse in the coming 
winter. Belgium was reckoning on 
an economic arrangement with Russia 
for the import of grain, but with the 
entry of Russia into the war this hope 
has disappeared. 


NO BREAKFAST 


According to one of the reports sub- 
mitted to the university in Brussels 
60 per cent. of the children of school 
age in towns have to go without break- 
fast; about one third have an inade- 
quate mid-day meal, and more than 
a half to be content with an insuffici- 
ent supper. 

The results of malnutrition are a 
definite increase in morbidity and in- 
fantile mortality. A survey in one 
of the clinics showed that among 330 
children the last quarterly death rate 
was 15, whereas the normal figure is. 
from 4 to 5. There are many cases 
of bronchial pneumonia,  seurvy, 
anaemia, and skin disturbances. 

It was found that of the children 
in kindergartens 33 per cent. were in 
a definitely weak physical condition 
in May 1940, while the number had 
risen in January 1941 to 47 per cent.; 
the figures for primary schools were 
48 per cent. in May of last year and 
63 per cent. in January of this year. 

There is abundant reason to fear 
that the health of several generations 
may be irremediably impaired. 


7A NEW 
CHALLENGE 


S!x weeks to go to Christmas; 

and We need just over £30 a 
week to carry us to the goal for 
1941: £3,000. I have no doubt 
that we shall reach it. 

It is the peculiarity of the 
Fighting Fund that we have 
never failed to reach any objective 
we have set ourselves to reach in 
a given time. It speaks volumes 
for the responsiveness of our 
readers. But the best experience 
of all is when, at a challenge, 
the Fand simply romps home a 
week or more ahead of time. I 
hope it will be repeated. Give all 
you can; and give now. 


Donations last week. £26 5s.; 
total to date, £2,815 4s, 6d. 


The Editor. 


Please make al! cheques, POs, and money 

orders for the Peace News fund payable te 

Peace News Ltd., and crossed “‘a/e Payee” 

and address them to the Accountant, 

Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
NA. 
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Obduracy 


R. CHURCHILL'S reiteration at 

the Mansion House (Nov. 10) 

that Britain would never enter into 
any negotiations “with Hitler or any | 


Frightfulness v. 


party in Germany which represents 

the Nazi regime” is perhaps less rele- 

vant to the situation than he believes. | 
The issue may be not so much whether | 
Britain is ready to make peace with 

Hitler as whether Hitler is ready to 

make peace with and in Europe. If 

he is, he may be able to ignore “the 

closing net of doom.” Mr. Churchill 

did not conceal his hope that such a 

peace with and in Europe had been 

made impossible by “the river of blood 

which has flowed and is flowing be- 

tween the German race and the 

peoples of nearly all Europe”; and he 

came near to ghoulishness when he 

declared that the sacrifices of those 

executed by the Nazis “may be more 

fruitful than that of the soldier who 

falls with his arms in his hands.” 


That the blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the Church, we know. But 
what kind of Church is this that Mr. 
Churchill hopes will be the fruit of 
this seed of frightfulness? There is 
no evidence that we know to prove 
that the unhappy victims of the mass- | 
executions gave their lives willingly | 
for any cause whatsoever. They 
were just victims of martial “law,” | 
which is frightfulness. The same | 
kind of frightfulness, less spectacular 
and dramatic, starved the children of 
Germany after the end of the last 
war, What kind of Church sprang 
up from their innocent blood? <A 
eonfraternity in dour determination 
for revenge. | 


Possibly some such determination 
of revenge upon the Germans is 
springing up in Europe today. Mr. 
Churchill would like to believe it. But 
he conveniently forgets that there 
may be sprirging up among’ the 
European people an equally passion- 
ate resentment against the British 
blockade. To what degree that 
blockade is effective, we do not pre- 
tend to know; but we notice that 
for a long while neither the Govern- 
ment nor the press has laid any em- 
phasis upon it. The public is no 
longer encouraged to hope that it will 
be the instrument of German collapse. 
The nature of “the net of doom” is 
now unspecified. But that does not 
alter the fact that many countries of 
Europe—our former allies among 
them—can easily be made to feel that 
the elemental hardships from which 
they suffer are due not to German 
frightfulness but to British obduracy. 


Even so firm a friend of the British 
as Professor Saurat has warned us 
against “the glib assumption’ that 
the French people are looking to Brit- 
‘tain and America for salvation. The 
“slib assumption” appears to be 
natural to Mr. Churchill. But, in 
fact, the peoples of Europe may be 
‘learning to hate Britain and Ger- 
many with an equal hatred: for two 
different kinds of the same cardinal 
sin—brutality. It is stupid, or worse, 
to assume that the overt brutality of 
the Germans blots out all awareness 
of the more concealed brutality of the 
food-blockade. Assuredly it does not. 
Our moral superiority over the Ger- 
mans'is, naturally, self-evident to us; 
it is not self-evident to the peoples of 
¥urope. They require some proof of 
it: some “reasonable cause to believe” 
it. In the abstract, we offer them 
promises of a new world which we 
ourselves do not understand; in the 
concrete, we bomb their cities and do 
our level best to starve them, our only 
4mmediate regret being that we can- 
not do it more thoroughly. : If we 
eannot stop bombing their cities we 
had better prove our moral superior- 
ity by helping to feed them. Other- 
ivise we may find that Hitler has per- 
<unded them that Britain is the enemy 
father than the friend of Europe. 


PEACE NEWS 


The 


By JOHN 


HIGHET 


Some time ago Wilfred Wellock wrote: “I can never shake off the feeling 
that . . . could the British people but pause for a moment to lift up their 
heads and take a good look round, they would exclaim, ‘what fools we 
are to be sure: there in front of us lies (he very road we have been look- 


Pry 


ing for all these years. 
HERE you have a picture, 
neat and simple, of the 
British Revolution, of the 
revolution to which Murry, Plow- 
man, Wellock, Lansbury, Gill 
have been calling their country- 
men—and their fellow pacifists 
—for years. 


It is no tangible, visible, audible 
thing; no movement of plans and con- 
spiracies and coups-d’état, of banners 
and leaders and coloured shirts; it has 
no externul similarity to the Russian 
or the Nazi Revolutions; it is just a 
dull, unromantic affair of the heart 
and the mind and the imagination; the 
Revolution of Peace. 


Mr. Wellock’s homely little glimpse 
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the Empire, as probably a majority of people 
still regard it, it is plausible to suppose time 
is on the British side. Britain and the Empire 
do become steadily Jess vulnerable, for the 
time being anyhow. But if it is regarded as 
an attempt by Germany to establish a hege- 
mony in Europe, it is probable that time is on 
the side of Germany. 


The sume time which enables us to consoli- 
date the position of Britain ond the Empire 
enable; Germany to establish her position in 
Europe. And, though we naturally would like 
to believe that moral forces are working for 
the overthrow of the German position in 
Europe, and though our propaganda is hard 
at work to suggest that hatred of Germany 
and revalt agninst her dominion will steadily 
spread, this is largely wishful thinking. Its 
prevalence is due to an absolute failure to 
grasp the nature of the elemental forces work- 
ing to consolidate the brutal unification of 
Europe by Germany. It ig at this level that 
Mr. Churchill's mind does not operate: at this 
Jevel that Parliament so signally fails in its 
function of criticism. 


The ‘‘Neutrality’’ Vote 


HERE were intense alarms about the fate 
of the Bill to repeal the Neutrality Act 
in Congress. “The Government,” said the 
Daily Mail (Nov. 13), “faced the prospect of 
a major defeat.” It passed by a narrow 
majority (212 to 194). But its defeat would 
have given pacifists nothing to rejoice at. For 
the Bill which, as amended by the Senate, gave 
power not only to arm merchant-shipping but 
to send it into belligerent ports. was placed in 
jeopardy mainly by the sudden defection of a 
handful of rcactionary Southern Democrats 
whose motive for opposing the President was 
that he was not sufficiently ruthless with 
Labour. 


These Southern Democrats have an appalling 
record in the brutal exploitation of Labour: 
and pacifists will recognize that it would not 
have been victory either for justice or for 
peace, if they had defeated the Neutrality 
Bill. On the contrary, it is possible that the 
success of Mr. Roosevelt's foreign policy, so 
long as it stops short of promising an Ameri- 
ean army for Kurope—and to that refusal he 
is deeply committed, by promise and prob- 
ably by conviction also—is the best thing for 
the cause of peace, in the rejativities of the 
actual situation. 


U.S. War Production 


\7ON PAPEN is apparently working hard 
v for peace in Turkey. According to the 
Daily Telegraph (Nov. 17) he has stated that 
at the end of the Russian campaign, Germany 
will propose an “armistice,” to which Britain 
will have to agree. because otherwise all the 
rcsources of the continent will be mobilized to 
continue the struggle. The Daily Telegraph 
replies (with notable sobriety) that Germany 
would still Ixck rubber, fats, and various min- 
erals, and an industrial potential comparable 
to that available te the Allies. 

The preponderance of the industrial poten- 
tial is probably not overwhelming: and in 
order that it shall be effective, the USA would 
need to be going all out for war-production. 
It is not. The latest copy of Life to hand 
contains gorgeous advertisements of the new 
1942 models of motor-cars—Buicks, Plymouths, 
and the rest. Mr. Lewis has not been pre- 
vented from cailing his strike of coal-miners ; 
and even those most bitterly opposed to the 
Unions—e.g. the New York financial corre- 
spondent of The Times (Nov. 17)—do not 
suggest that the President can or will do more 
than prohibit the calling of a sudden strike, 
without time for arbitration or mediation. 
The correspondent says: “At present the sense 
of being at war, or even of being in peri 
from the Axis, is not generally felt.” 


Iceland 


CELAND is in a miserable condition, since 
its occupation by the Allies. The Govern- 
ment hnxs twica resigned lately over the cost 
of living. The Prime Minister, Hermann 
Jonasson, has publicly said that if 15 million 
soldiers were dumped in London, it would not 
be worse off than Iceland is now. Since the 
occupation, the cost of living has risen by 
70 per cent. Time (Oct. 13) reporta that in 
the previous week four US marines were sen- 
{enced to 10-20 years imprisonment for rape. 


Thia devastation of what was a simple and 
almost idy!lic community as a result of “‘peace- 


of lifted heads and observing gazes is 
an over-simplification (no doubt in- 
tentional) of the most profound, most 
devastating intellectual and spiritual 
metamorphosis to which any nation 
could be called. The picture by-passes 
the important questions: what shali 
motivate the elevation of the heads, 
and by what miracle of revelation 
shall the minds assimilate what the 
eyes see? It is worth while pondering 
these questions, for their answers 
decide the probability of the Revolu- 
tion’s taking place. 


TWO ESSENTIALS 
T believe that the first prerequisite 
is directly to have experienced suffer- 
ing, nationally as well as individually, 
or indirectly to feel or imagine the 
suffering of others and so experience 
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ful occupation’? by Britons and Americans 
needs ta be borne in mind when we read ap- 
palling accounts of the condition of Europe 
under German occupation. This devastation 
is not peculiar to German war, but to all war. 
All forms of military occupation are a curse 
to the unfortunate population on which they 


are imposed. 
Blockade 


HAT does not imply that military occu- 
A = pation by the Germans is not worse than 
military occupation by  British-Americans. 
Anyhow, the British-Americans are,, at pres- 
ent, only in a position to occupy “friendly” 
nations. That should make a_ difference, 
though it is doubtful whether it makes as 
much as it. should. The appalling catalogue 
of the sufferings of Europe under German 
military occupation in the New Statesman 
(Nov. 14) needs to be read with a certain 
scepticiam. For instance, it ascribes the food- 
situation in Belgium wholly to the Germans, 
Sehgstra much of it is due to the British block- 
ade. 


The Times (Nov. 17) weeps tears of the 
largest size over this. “It is deeply regrettable 
that other countrics, suffering just as severely 
as Greece, can have no hope of any large- 
scale relief so long as they remain in the 
grusp of a cruel, rapacious, and wholly un- 
trustworthy coAqueror... There was no 
starvation in any one of them before the Ger- 
mun armies reached it.” That last sentence 
though literally true, suggests what is false. 
The fact is that the moment the German 
armies reached Belgium. Denmark, Norway, 
the British food-blockade was automatically 
imposed. Since they were dependent for 50 
per cent. of their food upon sea-borne imports, 
half their sufferings lie at our door. 


Keep Your Heads! 


it is the untrustworthiness of the Ger- 
mans that makes controlled food-relief im- 
possible, why is this not a bar to our approval 
of food-relief in Greece? And, even in regard 
to Poland, where the published story of Ger- 
man oppression is nightmarish, we have to 
reconcile it with the report of the American 
Commission for Polish Relief that there is no 
interference whatever by the Germans with the 
work of feeding 50,000 children—-a work which 
ix entirely in Polish hands. The losses in 
distribution are tess than .05 per cent.- —‘‘less 
than the loss on the distribution of foudstuffs 
by domestic railway in America.” 


if the Germans are really bent on extermin- 
ating the Poles, such a state of things would 
surcly be inconceivable. Kither they would 
refuse to allow such a system of relief to he 
operated: or they would plunder it mercilessly, 
So let us keep our heads, and remember that 
war-propaganda is itself part of the devasta- 
tion caused by war. If the German oceupa- 
tion of Europe really is a ruthless and abom- 
inable tyranny, we are behaving like fools by 
maintaining the food-blockade, and su per- 
mitting Germany to divert much of the blame 
for Furope’s sufferings to ourselves. 


India 


HERE ore reports that the Indian political 

- prisoners are shortly to be released. Mr. 
Gafdhi says that even if they are released it 
will make no difference to Congress policy. 
But the Manchester Guardian (Nov. 15) main- 
tains that Congress dees not support Mr. 
Gandhi in thig attitude. ‘Last week,” it says, 
“the Congress Purty in the Central Assembly 
almost unanimously demanded the withdrawal 
of civil disobedience and the resumption of 
parliamentary activity.” 


The proposal is made that Mr. Nehru should 
he sen§ to Moscow “to judge for himself the 
formidable charneter of the Nazi menace and 
the urgency of India’s whole-hearted support.” 
It is an astute suggestion. Moreover, Moslem 
Mr. Jinnah has suggested that the settlement 
of atl major issues shall be deferred till after 
the war and that Indians shall secure the 
maximum power within the existing consti- 
tution. It looks as though Mr. Gandhi may be 
again edged out of political leadership. But 
his hold on the masses is much greater than 
his hold upon politicians. 


The Home Member of the Indian Legislative 
Assembly announced, on Nov. 18, that the 
Government of India was unable to decide on 
the release of political prisoners. Even The 
Times expressed disappointment. 


November 21, 194! 


British Revolution 


it in sympathy. This experience,, I 
believe, is an unfailing *‘ head-lifter.” 
The second essential is really a con- 
sequence of the first, and is the ability 
to distinguish between the good and 
evil in the forces at work in Europe. 

It is this ability which enables the 
mind to assimilate the new perceptions 
of the observing looks; without it, no 
amount of head-lifting will effect a 
change; and, similarly, without a pre- 
lude of direct or indirect “ suffering 
experience,” the ability thus to dis- 
criminate is hardly to be expected, 

By no stretch of the imagination 
can this country be said to have 
suffered. This was true also of France 
between 1870 and June. 1940, though 
not so consistently true. Since then, 
the experience of national humiliation 
(and even repentance) made her ripe 
for the movement of intellectual and 
spiritual regeneration set in motion by 
Marshal Petain. 


In the absence, then, of the experi- 
ence of direct sutfering, only two pro- 
babilities remain; the first, that this 
country may undergo the necessary 
metamorphosis as a result of the in- 
direct experience of voluntarily identi- 
fying themselves with the suffering 
people of Europe, in war or in 


“peace”; the second, and far less 
desirable, probability is that, like 
France, our regenerntion will be 


forced on us through the experience 
of military defeat. But by that time 


the damage consequent on our failure. 


to make our revolution voluntarily 
will have rendered a change of heart 
and mind of only half the value it 
would have now . 


CAN WE ACHIEVE IT? : 


The first probability is, therefore, 
the one that is to be hoped for: the 
self-identification with Europe. Such 
an achievement by the British people 
I believe to be unlikely, and for these 
reasons. A mere handful have accom- 
plished it—not even the pacifist move- 
ment as a whole; the rest, the solid 
mass of opinion, remains securely 
smug behind the shutters of in- 
tellectual insularity. 

For, individually and as a nation, we 
British have not realized the total 
significance of our geographical in- 
sularity. To take but one manifesta- 
tion of that significance, we realize 
with relief that the English Channel 
presents u military problem to an in- 
vader. But do we acknowledge the 
subconscious results on our thinking 
and feeling that such a comforting 
consideration effects, and has effected? 
Again, we seldom reflect on how 
changed would be our lives if we were 
solidly a part of the Continent. (We 
vacifists, also are insufficiently aware 
of the extent to which the existence 
of our movement is due to geo- 
graphical accident). 

We speak of the horrors of war; 
but do we realise that for Britain 
us @ nation the wars of her history 
have been accompanied by astonish- 
ingly few horrors?—which is one 
reason why we have had so many 
wars. Even with the air raids, 
horrible enough, heaven knows—can 
we honestly say we have lived through 
the indescribable horror which must 
be the everyday experience of the 
armies and people in the Eastern 
war? Are we trying even to imagine 
that experience? 

This, then, is the measure of our 
ee ee of passing through that 
“indirect experience in 5s athy ” 
with the people of Prope ee 
in peace, in the past, present or 
future. The few who have had the 
experience are powerless to commend 
it to the majority, especially as that 
majority deplorably containg most of 
our artists and_ intellectuals, whose 
imaginative sterility is symbolical of 
a nation without a dynamic. 


The urgent call to our peopl 
assuredly is “Lift Up Your Heads,” 


but | am afraid it will sound un- 
answered. 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union’ nor Pesce 
News itself is neceasarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
jens does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
somed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
aide only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unlesy a stamped 
addressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
andertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
aiwing to imcreased cost of postage. 
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PEACE NEWS 


| [HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
~- Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 


1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address ta which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St,, W.C.1. 


STUDY FOR 
ACTION 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


"THERE is a boom in book-selling. 

Never before have so many 
people bought books, as distinct from 
borrowing them, Like rats in traps, 
human beings are seeking a way out 
or else taking large quantities of dope 
to seek oblivion . 

The long journeys I have been 
making to all parts of the country 
have given me an opportunity to ob- 
serve closely the man in the street. 
Both pacifist and non-pacifist are 
becoming more _ politically-minded 
every day, and this desire to know 
and understand is leading to tolerance 
one with the other. Pacifists are cer- 
tainly trying to find a point at which 
to pierce the hard crust of an appar- 
ently hostile public opinion; and 
meantime that crust is disintegrating 
from within. 

The new activity within the areas 
is already having the effect of stimu- 
lating the isolated individual, and it 
is these outposts of our movement, 
rather than the central compact units, 
which are more sensitive to changed 
public opinion. The organization we 
are setting up has been described as 
a “ pyramid with a two-way traffic.” 
It is not as easy as this. There is 
no electric lift to take ideas from 
top to bottom or from bottom to top. 

Ideas, and from them actions, need 
personal stimulus. Study is essential, 
but doesn’t necessarily make for pro- 
gress; in many cases it causes mental 
indigestion. A logical mind is a tre- 
mendous asset, but a warm heart is 
sometimes of greater use. The PPU is 
rich in both, and we are beginning 
to see the possible synthesis between 
clear political thought and religious 
faith. 

Area development, to be successful, 
must give a fuller life to the in- 
dividual, and only when all members 
are being used to their utmost and 
giving freely of themselves shall we 
move forward as a fully conscious 
organization. 


AREA MEETINGS 


Oxford and Bucks. Area Mceting.— 
Sunday, November 23, at High Wy- 
combe Friends’ Meeting House at 
3 p.m. Speaker: John Barelay. 

London Area _Meeting.—Sunday, 
December 7, at 8. Endsleigh Gardens, 
W.C.1 (Basement), at 3 p.m. Speaker: 
John Barclay. Tea at 4.45, followed 
by monthly reports of officers. Dele- 
gates from groups and regions are 
invited, and the meeting is open to 
all members in the London Area. 


J.B. 
GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Epsom Region.—On Sunday, November 16, 
he monthly meeting of the region met at 
Sherwood School. In spite of very bad 
weather conditions about 18 delegates came 
trom eight groups and a good meeting was 
held. After some business the subject of Peace 
by Negotiation was opened hy John Barclay 
and Dr. Biggs of Leatherhead. Discussion 
was keen and continued till nearly 6 o'clock. 
Oa December 21 it is hoped that Roy Walker 
will speak on “Famine over Europe.” 


WAR~-—What Then ? 
The Task Before Us 
PUBLIC MEETING 

JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 
VERA BRITTAIN 
REGINALD SORENSEN 
W.J.S. N. GRINDLAY 
DR. ALEX WOOD (chair) 


at FRIENDS HOUSE 
3 p.m, on Saturday, November 22nd. 


Admission Free. London P.P.U. 


gy ne 


Walter Griffith concludes his article on 


PACIFIST STRATEGY & SERVICE 


66 E seek to serve society 
by relief work and in 
other ways, but this is 

only a sharing of work which 

non-pacifists do also and do at 
least as well.” Thus’ Roy 

Walker, not for the first time, 

underrates the intention, prac- 

tice, and even results of pacifist 
service. 


Merely as a strategy (though it is 
a great deal more) pacifist service is 
beginning to establish among ordin- 
ary people the essential preliminary 
to any position of influence, that is, 
common ground for agreement and 
action, It has already had a not 
wholly negligible influence in helping 
toward an elementary understanding 
of and sympathy toward pacifist 
ideals. It is, in a humble way, being 
enabled to achieve what years of tub- 
thumping have failed to do, namely, 
to get below the surface and rouse 
the imagination of working people. 


We may not thereby in the first in- 
stance create pacifists, but we shall 
help to keep alive and promote those 
feelings of generosity and good will 
and the conviction that men are not 
wholly evil, not even storm troops, 
without which there is no hope for 
mankind or for pacifism in the next 
few years, and no hope for a negot- 
iated peace acceptable to pacifists. 

It is of course, a long and tremend- 
ous job, and many may feel that some 
quicker method is necessary to meet 
the urgency of the times. The ques- 
tion we have to ask ourselves is 
whether any other method would 
yield, even in the short term, equiva- 
lent or greater pacifist results. 


TOO SUPERFICIAL 


Looking back on the past few years, 
and particularly since the war began, 
I can myself only form the conclusion 
that no other method has done so. I 
think also that Roy Walker’s strategy 
is too superficial to do so. 

Unless his strategy of good will is 
only some political manoeuvre, Roy 
Walker is on dangerous ground in be- 
littling the pacifist value of service. 
Perhaps, as I suspect, he does not 
understand the implications of service 
or recognize sufficiently that it is 
basic in any pacifist pattern of society. 

I can speak for at least one pacifist 
service body when I say that it seeks 
to encourage those things after which 
Roy Walker is feeling—voluntary self- 
discipline; the sensitiveness called 
awareness; initiative and leadership 
(rather than merely organization); 
knowledge of all kinds. It seeks 
these things not only for its members 
but also, so far as may be possible, for 
those among whom its services are 
undertaken. 

But, more important, it tries 
directly to increase good will among 
men or, if you prefer the expression, 
it encourages a religious outlook. 

Politics and economics, as Mac- 
murray shows, can bring the world to 
disaster: religion, that is, the con- 
ception of a universal community of 
mankind, which subordinates politics 
and economics, can save it. And re- 
ligion too is necessary to save pacifism 
from extinction. 


Service of one’s fellow men is an 
active social expression of religion 
in perhaps the most effective way 
open to pacifists. If a strategy of 
good will is anything more than a 
method of restoring the status quo 
ante or just getting one’s own way, 
it must have a social and religious end 
and must be utilized in some form of 
service of the common-weal. 

As to non-pacifists, if they create 


STUDY 2 
Co-operation in the Group: 
Introduction to Non-Violent 

Mass Action 
Study Outlines by Roy Walker 

Price 7d.: postage 1d. 

PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 


good will, they are to be welcomed as 
limited allies in the cause of peace- 
making. War even yet is not so 
“total” as some would have us believe. 
Many of the qualities required to wage 
it are, paradoxically, qualities also of 
peace. The essential difference be- 
tween pacifists and others in the crea- 
tion of good will is that, whereas 
non-pacifists’ intentions may be 
primarily to benefit their country, 
pacifists should have the conception 
of a universal community of mankind. 

This conception influences the meth- 
ods of work, and from a pacifist point 
of view if others, as Roy Walker as- 
serts, “do at least as well,” then paci- 
fist service workers must indeed re- 
consider every method they use. 

Roy Walker mentions co-operation, 
he says, only (for his purposes) to 
dismiss it, but in doing so he dismisses 
al) proper and necessary discussion of 
resources and ultimate objective, fun- 
damental though these are. It is not 
surprising therefore, that his strategy 
of good will appears superficial and 
capable of working mischief, having 
neither feet on earth nor head in 
heaven—lifeless as a gibbetted corpse. 
Pacifists must do better than that. 


LOILTY !— 


A Recent Discovery 


Here is an extract from an article 
in the Manchester Guardian, 
Nov: 14. 


HE Sheikh of Bahrein ®.. profited 
largely of recent years through the 
discavery of o'] and the establishment of 
refineries in his dominions, and he has 
recently shown his sympathy by contri- 
buting largely to British war funds. This 
the handsome royalties received on the 
productian of oi] have enabled him to do 
without inconvenience. 


Oil has also been found in Kuwait, the 
loyalty of whose ruler is in no way in- 
ferior to that of the others; but the dis- 
covery is of more recent date, and through 
the present war the development of the 
industry has been delayed. So the financial 
position of the Sheikh does not allow him 
to make an equal contribution to war ex- 
penses. 

The Sultan of Oman, whose independence 
is assured by a joint Anglo-French declar- 
ation, has given proof of attachment to 
us on many occasions during years of un- 
wavering friendship. No oil has heen dis- 
covered in his territory, however, and he 
also deeply regrets that he is not sufficiently 
rich to subscribe any great sum to the 
commen cause. 


IS THIS A RECORD? 


ESULTS of two calls out of six presenting 
» the petition re night-bombing: 


First example: Elderly man with 


housekeeper. E.M. reccives petition 
with tirade of abuse; H. says, “I shall 
sign it: I agree with it.” 

E.M. “You’ll do nothing of the kind. 
You’re a fool of a woman, and you 
know nothing whatever about it.” 

As H. lets me out, she says “What 


can I do? It’s my bread and butter.” 
No signature. 
Second example: Two . elderly 


sisters; younger one leaves me with 
elder. I explain my purpose. 

She says, “Of course! Everybody 
will sign it. Nobody likes bombing; 
(with lowered voice) I don’t like it on 
Berlin any better than London. Yes- 
terday, when they were all so pleased 
about sinking the German convoys, I 
thought of all that good food going to 
the bottom. Even German women 
have stomachs. We shall both sign 
it. My sister will help me because 
of the rheumatism in my hands.” 


Calls sister: “Would you like to. 


help me to sign a paper to stop night 
bombing?” Sister: “No, I wouldn’t. 
The more bombs the better. I would 
kill every German I could lay my 
hands on.” No signature. 

Is this a record? And is this a free 
country? 


| FOR HIGH LEVEL HEALTH COME TO 


Under the Personal Supervision of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C. Thomson. 

Authors of: An Introduction to Nature Care: 

Healthy Childhood: The Heart: Blood Pressure: 

A New Approach to Cancer: Appendicitis: ete. 


Particulars of Treatment and Training from 
The Secretary, The Kingston Clinic Edinburgh 9 
eae 


The Case for 


CONTROLLED 
FOOD-RELIEF 


By LORD PONSONBY 


Famine Over Europe, by Roy Walker, Preface 
by the Bishop of Birmingham. Introduction 
by ce Middleton Murry. (Andrew Dakers 5s. 
net). 


MERCIFUL it certainly is that we 

individuals have strictly limited 
powers of imagination. If we were 
really able to visualize through our 
full knowledge the whole scene of the 
warring world of today we should 
assuredly be driven mad. 


But our range is restricted. Even 
a neighbouring town is not our town, 
a neighbouring country is not like 
our country, and the remoter terri- 
tories are quite out of sight and so 
out of mind. Everyone is concen- 
trated on details and cannot or has 
not the time to grasp the whole pic- 
ture. So it is up the scale to the 
fighting forces themselves, who each 
have a vital corner to.claim their 
whole attention and even to Ministers 
of State who are prevented from 
looking over the partition into other 
ministers’ departments owing to the 
mass of work in their own. 


Therefore, as matters stand, mass- 
acres, long casualty lists, vast destruc- 
tions, bombings, sinkings, tortures, 
diseases, and deaths are no more than 
noticed in headlines or paragraphs. 


Roy Walker has determined that at 
any rate one horror shall be detached 
and fully exposed to us so that we 
can be deprived of the excuse of ig- 
norance and may ponder over it to 
some purpose. In some ways it may 
prove to be the worst calamity of all. 
Fantine accompanied by pestilence 
may do more than torture and kill by 
starvation our contemporary fellow 
human beings. It may gnaw at the 
vitals of coming generations and leave 
an indelible mark on the future of 
nations. 


Nothing could be more effective 
than the way the author of this book 
has presented the case. He has not 
resorted to empty eloquence or em- 
phasized righteous indignation, justi- 
fiable as it well may be. He fairly 
faces the difficulties, notably the 
avoidance of helping the enemy by 
ill-organized supplies of food to pre- 
vent starvation. He points to Mr. 
Hoover’s initiative and argues the 
case closely for controlled relief and 
a concerted effort to meet a crying 
need from which dire consequences 
may ensue if neglected. 


This is not just a pacifist’s plea but 
the description of a situation of im- 
minent and growing danger which 
should not be left out of account by 
any wise, not to say humanitarian, 
statesman. Special gratitude is due 
to Roy Walker for his careful analysis 
of the situation and for his clear pre- 
sentation of the essential facts which 
will place his readers in a position to 
form a responsible judgment. 


C0. NEWS 


Three conscientious objectors unsucessfully 
appealed before Lord Caldecote (the Lord 
Chief Justice) and Justices Humphreys and 
Lewis in a King’s Bench Divisional Court, 
on July 13, against a decision of the Hudders- 
field Stipendiary Magistrate that their em- 
ployers could not be penalized for dismissing 
them when they registered as concientious ab- 
jecturs. They were Arnold Downsborough. 
Jack Ardron. and Harry Wadsworth, and 
their employers were the Huddersfield Indus- 
trial Society Ltd. 


* * 4+ 


The first CO from the Kidderminster PPU 
group to be imprisoned is Jack Button, who 
was sentenced to 6 months and fined £65 for 
refusing his medical examination, 
30. He js in Gloucester Prison. 


on Sept. 


* * + 


When Merfyn Lloyd Turner, of the Cardiff 
PSU, appeared before the Llanbadarn (Aber- 
ystwyth) Petty Sessional Court on October 30, 
charged with failing to submit himself for 
medical examination, he eventually obtained 
a sympathetic hearing by the Bench, which 
refused to impose a fine or detain him in cus- 
tody if he would go to the medical centre of 
his own accord. Turner accepted the offer on 
the understanding that he wag not in any way 
compromising his position. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 
Acton. R. W. Mansell, 135 Western 
Avenue, Acton, W.3. 
Epping. V. Smith, 208 Dukes Avenue, They- 
don Bois, Essex. 
Rochester and Chatham. 
1, Horley Road, Rochester. 


G. H. Watmough, 


ISB 


No Rest for the 


Government 


LE us hope that the Man- 
: chester Guardian (Nov. 17) 
is right in its reading of the at- 
titude of the House of Commons 
toward the amendment of 18B: 
The demand for some alteration limiting 
the Home Secretary’s present absolute 
powers of detention grows, cammanding new 
and powerful support every day. The Gov- 
ernment will have no peace until the Home 
Secretary’s powers are limited. 
If there is a real determination in 
Parliament to have this iniquitous 
regulation altered, we may congratu- 
late ourselves. And we may thank 
for its help in creating this body of 
opinion The Times which, in spite of 
its editorial approval of the regula- 
tion, has printed a number of weighty 
letters condemning it. The “noes” 
in its correspondence columns have 
far outnumbered the “ayes.” 
Mr. Churchill, in the Commons 
(Nov. 11), rather strangely said: 
The position of the Government ia that 
the House conferred certain powers on them 
of its awn free will. ‘Those powers are 
being exercised. They have not been abused 
in any way; otherwise, the House would 
certainly have brought the matter up. We 
do not propose at the present time, while 
the danger continues to be so severe, to 
volunteer the return of those powers. 
Literally, of course, the powers are 
not being abused. They exist, and 
are inordinate. It is the powers 
themselves that are wrong, because 
they are such as prevent the House 
or the public from knowing whether 
they are being abused. But prima 
facie they are being palpably abused 
in the case of more than 100 persons. 
Apart from this verbal sleight, Mr. 
Churchill’s final words that the Gov- 
ernment was not goinz to vulunteer 
to return the powers were a nwt un- 
friendly challenge to the House to 
insist upon their return. 
PRESS PARLIAMENT NOW! 
It is unlikely that Mr. Charchill 
will make the retention of 18b a 
matter of confidence. It is the more 
urgent that all possibie influence 
should be brought to bear upon Par- 
liament in the matter. 
Write to your MP; 1nd, if you will, 
assure him that if he is not sensitive 
to this vital encroachment on_ tne 
liberty of the subject, he is no* fit to 
be a Member of Parliament at all. 
This is a matter of fundamental prin- 
ciple upon which pacifists can whole- 
heartedly co-operate with all other 
liberty-loving Englishmen. 
If the offensive regulation is drast- 
ically amended, as we have good hope 
it will be, let us not forget that we 
shall owe our deliverance largely to 
two men: to Lord Atkin for his cour- 
ageous dissenting opinion in the 
House of Lords; to Sir Irviig Albery, 
Conservative member for Gravesend 
who has not ceased to wage war 
against the regulation since it wam 
passed. 


Vera Brittain’s Letter 
To Peace Lovers .. 


Stands for civilized values in a 
world at war. 


Send far specimen copy to Winifred Eden- 
Green, 


2 Talbot Place, S.E.3. 


ROBERT SPEAIGHT-——, 


the celebrated actor will give a recital of 


THE POETRY OF W. B. YEATS 
at the P.S.B. Offices, 8 Endsleigh Gdne., 


W.C.1. NEXT WEDNESDAY at 7 p.m. 
Doors open 6 p.m. 
Admission free. Collection. 
YOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE 


TROUBLESOME THEN— 


Read Troublesome People, 
The 64-page souvenir of C.O.8 in the 
last war, including the story of the 
©.O.s sentenced to death. (Price 6d., 
Tid. post free). 


—ARE THEY NOW? 
Subscribe tq the C.B.C.O. Bulletin, 


3s. a year post free. (3d. a copy; 4d. post free) 

An authoritative monthly survey of the C.O. 
poaition. 

Nov, issue (Nov. 19) now on sale. 


C.B.C.O., 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


PEACE NEWS 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


November 21, 1941 


Foundations of Armistice Plea 


Peace 


ME. John Middleton Murry, in 
"< his article “The foundations 
of peace,” makes one realize how 
Utopian the idea of a peace 
founded even upon justice really 
18S. 
We have had the Christian Church 
preaching the doctrines of love, 
brotherhood and justice between man 
and man for nearly 2,000 years, and 
two years of war have served to show 
how thin is the veneer of Christianity. 
The Church has forsaken her own pre- 
cepts, and to bolster up her change of 
attitude professes to regard the war 
as a war for righteousness; the ques- 
tion as to what constitutes righteous- 
ness being determined by the nation- 
ality of the Church. Even the Roman 
Church is divided, the Church in 
Italy, Germany, and other countries 
giving its blessing to the Axis cause, 
while English Roman Catholics are 
just as vehement on the justice of 
English war aims. 

The only real hope for the salvation 
of the world would be a return to 
Christian principles, with a catholic 
(universal) Church above the power 
of nationalism. This is the ideal of 
many Christians today, but before it 
can be realized we must get mankind 
to put their religion first; as Nurse 
Cavell said, “Patriotism is not 
enough.” ® As the ideal seems un- 
attainable, we must look for some 
other way out. 

The USA is larger than the whole 
of Europe, excluding Russia, yet one 
eannot contemplate the suicidal strife 
which constantly re-occurs in Europe 
taking place there. The reason is 
obvious: it is a United States. And 
no peace settlement will be of any 
value that does not give us a United 
States of Europe. Whether England 
or Germany proves victorious in the 
present struggle, unless this first prin- 
ciple is agreed, the only result will be 
the domination of Europe for 20 or 30 
years by the victorious Power, with 
an ever-increasing struggle for for- 
eign trade, followed by further wars. 

I suggest the peace movement 
should concentrate on the following 
objectives: one central government 
for Europe, a single currency, a single 
economic system with the abolition 
of tariffs, religious and racial liberty 
for all, armed force to be raised 
and controlled by the central govern- 
ment only; with these exceptions each 
State to have control of its internal 
affairs. The teaching of a second 
language, such as Esperanto, should 
be made compulsory in all schools, and 
this should be the official language of 


the central parliament, with freedom 


to any member to speak in any lan- 
guage he chooses. 

The problems of India, China, and 
colonial questions are largely caused 
by the present conditions of Europe: 
Get a united Europe, and we are half 
way to solving them. I am rather 
surprised that more attention has not 
been given on these lines by both the 
pacifist movement and the Labour 
Party. 

Many difficulties would remain, but 
this would be a step in the right 
direction, and world federation would 
probably follow in course of time. 


J. W. HOBBS 
Station House, Ellesmere. 


Mahatma Gand)i 


Mr. C. H. Norman’s letter is manifestly un- 
fair and unjust to that supremely great man, 
Mahatma Gandhi. Whatever Gandhiji may 
have thought of the British Empire as an in- 
stitution at the time of the Boer War, he has 
long since changed his views about it, as he 
explicitly states in the wonderful broadsheet 
by him published by the PPU a year and a 
half or so ago entitled “Gandhi's Challenge to 
Britons.” And Carl Heath’s admirable com- 
mentary thereapon completely disposes of Mr. 
Norman’s charges against him. 

The utter uniqueness of Gandhiji is that not 
only is he the only great national leader the 
world has ever known who can justly be re 
garded as a saint, but that with all the great- 
ness of a saint he admits his own faults and 
owns when he is convinced that he has been 
in the wrong. Only the very greatest of men 
are capable of that, and certainly no Western 
European politician. And the shattering In- 
sight of Gandhi's analysis, hia devastating ac- 
curacy of diagnosis and prognosis of the 
course of the war, as set forth in that broad- 
sheet, becomes every day more plain as the 
universal totalitarian tyranny goes marching 
on in the so-called “democratic” countries as 
elaewhere, exactly as Gandhiji forecast and 
foretold. 


KAIKHOSRU SHAPIRIGI SORABJI 
175 Clarence Gate Gardens, N.W.1. 
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AS Christmas approaches, the idea 
*“™ of a Christmas Armistice might 
surely be advocated. The way in 
which Mr. Churchill formerly insisted 
in advance that even if Hitler sug- 
gested such a thing it would not be 
accepted was a most dangerous pro- 
nouncement, calling up all the dark 
suspicions and hatreds that bind the 
war so firmly on us today. 

Let Peace News advocate the idea, 
pointing out that even from the mili- 
tary point of view it would not be 
dangerous, as it might be made clear 
that our defences would be ready in 
the event of attack, but that we our- 
selves would give our word not to be 
the agressor. As a matter of fact no- 
body broke the Christmas peace by 
attacking last year, but if the unfort- 
unate soldiers could be absolutely as- 
sured of even two or three days re- 
spite, and the world have two or three 
days time to breathe freely and think 
thoughts that were not of violence 
and misery, it might lead to a revival 
of the idea of the brotherhood of man. 


Let England have the high honour 
of the courage to make the suggestion. 


MARGARET BRADISH 
95 Park Rd., W.4. 


Languages 


HAD not expected to see in print 

my own answer to the cry, WHAT 
can we DO? Learning languages is 
definitely very worth while to our 
cause. 


For the precise purpose of going abroad 
after the war, and being able te mix with 
Europeans, talking a tongue common to most 
of them, I took up the study of German two 
years ago. I found it fascinating from the 
start, but now that I can read fairly easily, 
I find the hidden meanings and unsuspected 
philosophies of the German writers a delight 
to unravel. Quite certainly I understand 
more of the Teuton nature now than I ever 
could by reading English books about Germans. 

So, members who are forced to stand aside 
from the war frenzy, don't be idle or think 
there is nothing constructive to be done. 
Think on these things. 

VERA LAURANCE 


Thank you for your reply to Dewi Liwyd 
Jones in your Oct. 31 issue. This is what 
many of us who are Welsh members of the 
PPU feel about the Nationaliat ‘movement. 


Though much of what Dewi Liwyd Jones 
said is true, surely his letter is an example 
of how not to begin to co-operate with and 
understand peoples whose background _ ia 
different. as 


The obvious practical answer to John Bar- 
eclay's dilemma is to delegate the Welsh areas 


to a Welshman. 
MYFANWY GRIFFITH 


CHRIST AND 


OUR ENEMIES 


An Appeal to Fellow-Christians (2nd. Ed. Revised) 


Especially suitable to give to warlike clergy and others appalled by 
Nazi misdeeds, recalling them (gently) to the unmistakable New 
Testament teachings to forgive, pray for, and “bless” our enemies and 
persecutors, however cruel and impenitent. 


“It comes with startling freshness. 


possible.” THE FRIEND. 
Ten pages (4 of N.T. quotes) by 
1916, co-editor of English 


... distribute copies as widely as 


STEPHEN HOBHOUSE (C.O., 


Prisons Today and of Gandhi’s 70th Birth- 


day Book) Price 2d. (6 post-free, 1s: 1d.) from F.o.R. (publishers), 


17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1., or 


P.P.U. 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


CLASSIFIED -ADVERTISEMENTS 


2d per word, minimum 2:8. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time for.,copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 
Displayed Advertisements: First post 

FRIDAY. (Maximum space al- 
lowed—3 inches single-column, or 
equivalent.) 


ACCOMMODATION 


BED-SITTING room in pacifist household, 
25s. with food.—Apply Dorothy Vickers, 77 St. 
James’s Rd., Sutton. 

C.0. on land drainage work requires lodg- 
ings in Towcester, or village to West. close to 
river Tove.—Box 995 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to he let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Plaee, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

FURNISHED bed-sitting-room, two beds. 
bath, gas ring, light, use kitchen 10s. 6d. 
weckly. Suit mother and child, friends. Miss 
C., Heather Cottage, Elphinston Rd., High- 
cliffe-on-Sea, Hants. 

URGENT. Wife, child 2 years, husband 
C.O. agriculturist require home, Bucks or near. 
with educated pedple. Own furniture and 
cooking appliances. Write any suggestive offer 
Box 996 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


5 EDUCATIONAL 


LEARN to write and spenk for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessons 5s. each (Also small 
classes 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 

YOURS is a progressive home. Sherwood 
will ensure harmony between home and school. 
Relea fees for €.0.s’ children. Tel. Epsom 
9125. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, = 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 19s. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

EAST END Pacifist Service Unit appeals for 
radiogram, record-player, or pick-up for few 
leisure hours; D.C. or universal.—Box 994 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


COMMUNITY, practice and propaganda. 
Will those interested communicate Harvey, 36 
Lyme St., N.W.1. 


FIRST CLASS Tractor Driver and general 
mechanic wanted. Must be keen and really 
interested in mechanized farming; ex-engineer 
or jeiner might suit; permanency if suitable; 
Hampshire.—Box 993 Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 


RACIFIST, artist, requires landwork, Herts, 
Exsex, Bishops Stortford area preferred. In- 
terest in and some experience of market gar- 
dening, bat willing to try anything.—Box 988» 
Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


LITERATURE, &c. : 


FOUNDATIONS OF PEACE is the title ef 
a study pamphlet issued by the Industrial and 
Social Order Council] of the Society v€ Friends 
on the political implications of the le&er from 
the Christian Churches. It can be obtained 
from the Friends’ Book Centre, Friends House, 
Euston Road, N.W.1., price 6d. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’? Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


MEETINGS, &c. 
RIRMINGHAM. At Friends’ Meeting House, 
Bull St., December 1, 1-20—-1.50, uddress by 
Katharine Bruce Glasier: ‘Poverty, Progress 
and Peace." 

F.o.R. LLANDUDNO. Tues Dec. 2, 8 p.m., 
Wilfred Wellock will speak on ‘“fhe Implica- 
tions of Pacifism,’? at Welsh Presbyterian 
Church Hall, Gloddaeth St. (opposite Odeon). 

POETRY READING. John Barclay, Sunday 
Nov. 30. 2.45 p.m., Friends’ House. Whecler 
St.. Maidstone. (P.P.U.) ° 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


COMPANION Housekeeper for family of 
two; congenial modern home in outskirts of 
Leicester; help for rough. --Apply, giving full 
particulars, Box 992 Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

GOOSE GREEN Farm requires a Skilled 
Horseman, married or single. Replies ta 
Secretary. 6 King Sauare, Bridgwater. 

SOCIALIST C.O., anticipating imprisonment, 
urgently seeks middle-aged or elderly lady 
sympathizer as paying-guest-companion to his 
widowed mother. Reasonable terms; safe 
country area seven miles from Leeds. Write 
S. Mortimer, “Kyme,’? Hill Top, Bardsey, nr. 
Leeds. 

WANTED. M.P.S. to mattuge reia! phar- 
macy. ALSO unqualified assistant for same; 
lady or gentleman. Good saleamen. London 
suburbs.—Box 991 Peace News, 3 Lleckstock 
Rd., N.4. 

WOMAN ACCOUNTANT (over registration 
age) required, small London publishing ‘irm. 
Able take charge of all books and generally 
manage business. Pacifist essental. Box 989 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.A. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


PACIFIST TEACHER (22), urconditional! 
exemption, B.A. Honours Histo -v, M:rchester. 
seeks teaching post.—Box 990 Pea-e News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Refarm Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern comforta.— 
A. and K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
re: (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 

IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm. 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 
Wardens Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford, nr. Clitheroe. 


Published from 28% Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4., by “Peace News” Ltd Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co., (T.U.), Landon. N.16. 
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